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in the light of its enormous expenses alone, the Tribune is a 
56 huge piece of extravagance, and should at once be suppressed 
56 by Donnelly's legislature as a fraud upon the' public. Viewed 
57 from the standpoint of its results as compared with its liberal 
58 outlays, it will probably endure the shots of that class of polit-
~~ ical economists who are able to look at but one horn of a dilem-
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institutions by the poverty of their expenditures will be toler-
ably sure to insist upon keeping them reasonably near to the 
starvation standard. And on the other hand, a people schooled 
to comprehend that all wealth is the product of intelligent labor~' 
that an increase of intelligence is the surest road to an increase 
of wealth, and above all, that education, culture, and refinement 
are beyond and above all the coarse calculations of avarice, will 
seek to determine how much can be wisely expended, rather than 
how little will suffice to keep the cause of civilization and prQgress 
above the water line! 
CHICAGO, THURSDA Y, JANUARY 24, I878. 
Editorial. 
THE Indiana School Journal is surprised that the WEEKLY should have exposed through its editorial columns a certain 
literary fraud styling itself "The Western Literary Bureau," by 
publishing and deno~ncing its sch~me editorially. It thinks the 
latter "could well afford to pay the WEEKLY double price for the 
use of its editorial columns," although it admits that we severely 
criticise hoth the swindlers and the swindled and naively adds I ' , 
" . but this does not destroy the effect j for tnose who would pat-
ronize such an institution do not do it because it is right, and the 
WEEKLY will carry the information to thousands who would not 
otherwise know of the temptation.~' The .lOgIC of theJou1nal 
seems to be that the wrong must not be exposed and denounced 
through the press on the ground that the pres~ is purely an ad-
vertising medium and not a great moral power. But we have 
too high an opinIon of the moral power of the WEEKLY 'and of 
the moral character of its readers to share the fears of the Jour-
nal. The prospectus of the fraud referred'to is in itself a monstros-' 
ity that needs but to be seen to be condeJl}ned. The thousands 
who read the WEE~V and believe in it, are not the sort of people 
to patronize a fraud which is thus doubly exposed, first, by its OWR 
hid~ousness, and second, by the editorial strictures of a fearless, 
honest; and independent style of journalism like that of THE 
EDUCATIO~AL WEEKLY. It is now our turn to be surprised at 
The question of relative economy, so superficially and unwise-
ly raised by the press referred to, is not to be determined, there-
fore, by a naked compariSon of expenditures, but by a consider-
ation of expenditures with the work done and results accom-
plished, in the given cases. To this end, a few facts and figures 
. are herewith submitted for the edification of all concerned: 
No. of normal schools in Wisconsin, . 
No. of normal schools in Minnesota, . 
Balance in favor of Wisconsin,. . 
4 
3 
Enrollment of pupils in Wisconsin normal schools, • 
Enrollment of pupils in Minnesota normal schools . 
.1,864 
. .996 
Balance in favor of Wisconsin, • 
Wisconsin normal schools,. . 
Minnesota normal ~chools,. . 
Balance in favor of Wisconsin, • 
868 
{ Elementary Course, 2 year3 Higher Course. . 4 y,ears 
{ Elementary Course, 2 years Higher Course . 0 years 
Higher Course. . 4 years 
52 The Educational Weekly" [Number 54 
Wisconsin four normal schools. • { Total cost last year, . . '. . $75,673.85 Earnings from tuitions, etc., 17,471.99 
Net cost to state. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $58,201.86 ' 
M· th I h I {Total cost, about,. . . . . $31,250 .00 mnesota ree norma sc 00 s . Earnings from tuitions, say, 1,250 •00 
Net cost to state . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
P", capita cost to the state of each pupil in Wisconsin, . 
P", capita cost to the state of each pupil in Minnesota, . 
. $30 ,000.00 
. $3 1 
. 30 
Balance in favor of Minnesota,. . . . . . . . . . $ I 
The ultimate test as to cost of educating is the per capita test. 
From the above it appears that it costs the state of Wisconsin 
one dollar per pupil more, jncluding those who go. through the 
four years' course, than it costs Minnesota to carry a student 
through a two yearsr course, only. It is difficult to see how or 
where the latt~r can find much economy to boast of. 
Again, the Minnesota schools are dependent upon a fixed sum 
granted by a parsimonious legislature, that has made it an almost 
criminal offense to exceed the amount, however urgent the neces-
sities of the schools may be. From this statement of the case, 
it will be easy to determine how much of the' 'economy" c~aimed 
is a virtue, and how much must be credited 'to necessity. Wis-
consin, on the other hand, through a wise and liberal foresight, 
possesses a permanent and increasing Normal School Fund, al-
ready amounting to over $1,000,000. Her annual resources for 
the support of these schools are now about $80,000. A con-
siderable portion of the annual income of the fund, when not 
needed for 'building purpo~es; is added t~ the principal. ' Not 
less than $5,000 of the income is appropriated to the ~upport of 
teachers' institutes annually, and at least one member of each 
normal school faculty is employed for three months in each year 
in conducting these institutes, thus bringing both agencies into 
close and cordial relations with each other. 
, Again, the faculties of the Wisconsin normal schools are largely 
c;omposed of men and women of wide experience and liberal 
culture, graduates of higher institutions, whose services readily 
command a compensation commensurate with their value. Four 
of these gentlemen, the inst~tute conductor!>, are paid salaries 
equal to those of the principals of the normal schools of Minne-
sota, and none acquai~ted with 'their work will question their 
title to such compensation. These statements are simply made 
as facts, and not in a spirit of invidious comparison. Wisconsin 
is fortuuate in having possessed, during her earlier history, pub-
lic men of broad views and 'liberal f~resight thus to ' provide for 
her future educational needs. Minnesota is perhaps unfortunate 
in having been, recently influenced by the counsels of men inca-
pable of comprehending her true interests and unworthy of shap-
'ing -her destinies. But she will soon outgrow the influence of 
these men, and vindicate a claim to appear in the front rank of 
educational states. Let her remember that economy is one 
tliing, and parsimony anothe~. ,So long as munificent expendi-
tures for· education are judicious and wise, so long as they yield 
an adequate return, they ' cannot be extravagant. In this case 
, the soul.of liberality and .the . soul of economy are one, while 
both ar~ the prophecy and the pledge.of a grand future. 
The. volume. of proceedings. of ,the National Educational Asso-
ciation tor ,1877 made its appearance promptly, in December, 
thanks to tbe energy 'of Secretary Henkle. It JIlakes a' book of 
388 pages, and compares favorably with the best of its predeces-
sors. Among the more valuable papers embraced in these pro-
ceeding'!; we note , i President Newell' s Inaugural Address on In-
dustrial Education," the paper of Prof. Price 0 ,. "The Study 
of English as Introductory to the Study of Latin ~nd Greek," 
that ofOProf. Thompson on "Drawing in the Public Schools," and 
President Burleson on "The Educational I nterests of Texas." 
The report of the Committee on the BureaJ of Ed\lcation and 
the discussion on the educational needs of the South are also 
prominent features in the proceedings of the general Association. 
In the department of Higher Instruction, we have well-consid-
ered papers on " The Elective System" and " The Class System 
in Colleges," by Prof. Wm. LeRoy B;own and P resident Por-
ter. In the Normal Department, Presidents Soldan, of St. Louis, 
and Hewett, of Normal, Ill. , give us vigorous papers on "Pro-
fessional Instruction, " and the "Limits of Normal School Work." 
In the Department of Elementary Schools, Prof. John Kraus 
gives us his views of the ." Use and Abuse of the Kindergarten 
in America," and Mrs. Kraus Brelte a paper on the " Kindergar-
ten" and the" Mission of' Women. " In the Industrial Depart -
ment, the two leading papers are by President Runkle, of Boston, 
on the" Russian System of Mechanical Art Education," and 
Prof. Charles O. Thompson, of Worcester, Mass., on the" Re-
lation of Manual Labor to Technological Training." The pa-
pers, and particularly that of President Runkle, are of exceeding 
interest, and should be carefully studied by all who take an in-
terest in industrial education. We commend this volume to the 
friends of education as one of great value. By reference to page 
285, persons interested can ascertain the number of previous vol-
umes now on hand, and the cost of each by the single copy. 
This issue contains a complete calendar of the meetings of the 
Association from its organization, with the places of meeting 
and the officers for each year, and many other items of infor-
mation of special value. 
VILLAGE AND CITY SCHOOLS-II. 
Supt. A ARON G OVE, Denver, Col. 
EVERY part of the buildings. and grounds should be visited often by the principal. In towns where not mor.~ than two 
houses are occupied for school purposes, visits can be made daily. 
It is well to have some irregularity in these trips. If ten o'clock 
'be the time to-day, the same hour to-morrow ought not to find 
one making the same visits. The cellar, out-buildings, all sides 
of the school-house should be seen. The' manager of the insti-
tution must make frequent inspection visits, in order to keep 
himself well informed of the out ·door habits of his boys. By 
observing these suggestions, no marking, cutting, or defacing 
the buildings or fences can occur without the immediate knowl-
edge 'of the principal; this will make the discovery of the 
offender not only possible bllt probable. 
The time at ~hrch the master is especially needed at the 
school-house is before school commences. Most of the evil, re-
sults of school days come from events which occur, not during 
school hours, but at intermissions. The presence of the princi-
pal is an assistance to the teachers. One need not be within 
hearing distance of a party of boys' or girls, to know the subject 
of their conversation. Children are not well versed in the art 
of concealment. Their faces tell tales, so that one, oftentimes, 
is enabled to crush some little wicked plot before it ripens, by 
"learning the story from the actions of the pupil~, in the room, 
or on the playground during intermission. When school is 
opened, and pupils are all in tneir proper places, the disciplinary 
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care of the principal is relieved for the time; it is assumed by 
the respective teachers. 
The principal of a village school ,,,ho deem~ it hIs duty to be 
at the school-house at just nine o'clock; and not necessarily be-
fore, is in danger of failure. Hundreds of children are ~ongre­
gated in and about the house; then they need a supervising eye 
in addition to that of the grade teacher. It is not in time spent 
after school that one is likely to err, for very many men remail; 
t~o long then fQr their own good and that of the pupils, but in 
the matter of promptness in the morning. The principal has 
no control, nominally, outside the school grounds; really, he 
has complete jurisdiction. The civil law has little to do with 
this question; it is a moral one. It ' is, not supposed that our 
municipal governments, through their police department, are 
unable to preserve the peace of the city; doubtless they are 
able, but they do not; they never did, hence, we infer they 
never will. The influence that makes boys and girls behave on 
the streets of their own town must come from the school. 
Fences, buildings, and sidewalks marked ' with chalk, urchins 
shouting after strangers, hooting at teams-in short, the thou-
sand mean and impolite things that only boys ever know how to 
do, are a blot on the good name 'of a town and often reflect ser-
iouslyon the management of the school. No man can expect 
to remedy such evils in one or two years, where they have been 
long established. There may be a town where ten years will not 
suffice to accomplish the good behavior of the boys when run-
ning around the town; but no village exists where: the head of 
the public school cannot make a 'perceptible advance in this re-
form in less than a year. 
It is not enough that the pupils are correct in street deport-
ment when the master is within sight and hearing; few boys 
will angrily take part in a quarrel in the presence of a teacher. 
The honor and self-respect of the boys of the entire school, in 
each department, should be toned up; this can be done by direct 
,appeal from the principal. There is great danger in permitting 
a gap to exist between the boy and the master; communication 
should be free and frequent. Intimate general relations between 
teacher and pupil will. not necessarily follow. Few can play at 
daily recesses with the class without suffering somewhat by the 
contact. It is not a well-advised suggestion to say, take recesses 
out doors with the school. A large proportion of our teachers 
could not be at the' head of affairs inside; should they mingle 
much outside. This confession may be humiliating-it is humil-
' iating. Some great school-masters advise this plan; perhaps 
they have forgotten t~at because it suits their own case it may 
not do for their neighbor. 
The countless theories that are advanced, and rules that are 
made, are often worthless, because their action presupposes 'per-
fect men and women for teachers. 
In proportion as a ' principal of a school is near to what he 
ought to be in disposition, so can he assoooiate 'with his pupils ;Lt 
all hours and occasions. He is very far from unsuccessful, ifhe 
associates with them only in the school-room. 
PERMANENCE IN TEACHER'S WORK. 
J. L. PICKARD, Chicago. 
AMONG my papers I find a list of teachers of Chicago Public • Schools for November, 1865. It contains 252 names. Of 
this number, but 64 are found upon the present roll, and only 
elevetZ have continued in the places occupied twelve years ago. 
Four others are in the same places, but they have not been con-
tinuously there. Of the remaining 49 transfers, 15 have been 
made by promotion, and the remainder for accommodation in 
matter of residence. One hundred and eighty~eight teachers 
have left the service-18 by death; 105 have married, and find 
in a smaller school full occupation. 
Of the 252 teachers, 26 were males, and 13 still remain 'at their 
posts. One has become Assistant Superintendent; one is County 
Superintendent of Schools; three are engaged in better positions 
outside the city; three have died; and four are in other busi-
ness. 
This list has set me to thinking over the past of my life In its 
relation to teachers, and to those engaged in other pursuits. A 
few years. since, I had the pleasure of meeting all but two of the 
eight living teachers of my school life before entering college. 
Two others had died. Of the ten thus remembered, but one 
had made and still makes teaching a life work. The others en-
gaged in the work for a period of from three months to two 
years. The physicians and the clergymen and the lawyers of 
the place continued till death or still continue in their profes-
sions. 
Merchants and man'ufacturers are less stable than the profes-
sional men, but they endure longer than teachers. 
Of the forty-seven young men who composed our college class 
graduating in 1844, all who entered the other learned profes-
sions, if surviving, continue therein to this day; but the teach~ 
ers of the 'class, with a single exception, fell out of the ranks 
after a short experience, or met an early death from overwork, 
as was the case with two members. The want of pet:manence in 
those earlier days was due largely to the fact that schools were 
luxuries enjoyed only during the seasons of respite from farm 
labor. Permanent employment could hardly be expected. 
But with change in the length of school terms there ,does not 
seem to have come-a corresponding change in the ' time of service 
of teachers. ' J 
My boyhood teachers were males, with two exceptions. Women 
are now occupying very properly the greater number of teachers' 
chairs. The proportion is very rapidly changing. Continuous 
service is therefore hardly to be expected on the part of the 
large majority of the teachers of the present day. This lack of 
permanence, which is certainly to be deplored, cannot be avoid-
ed unless we turn to the greater evil of placing, young children 
under the instruction of men., 
How shall the effectiveness of our schools be increased ,under 
such conditio.!ls? 
I. By a more thorough preparation, so that the few years of 
service may be of the best possible; that none of these years may 
be spent in experimenting. We pay too many teachers for time 
spent in getting ready to do the, work expected of them. They 
should not expect employment until they are thoroughly con-
versant with the matter of instruction, and at least theoretically 
acquainted with the best methods of instruction. 
2. By retaining in places wh~re permanence is most essential 
men, who are giving a' life service for which they have fully pre-
pared themselves, and women of mature years where circum-
stances permit continuous work. 
3. By requirements of personal applicatiGn to study, which 
shall keep the teachers abreast of the times, at least in all matters 
which concern their profession. 
4. By encouraging devotion to their work by proper recogni-
tion of service 'rend~red in matter of compe~sation. 
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5. By lengthening the probabilities of tenure of the teacher's 
office in doing away with the absurdity of annual elections. 
Each of these topics deserves a separate article. 
WHAT CAN BE DONE TO DEVELOP IN OUR STUDENTS A HIGH· 
ER TASTE FOR ENGLISH LlTERATURE?* 
H. L. BOLTwooD, Princeton, Ill. 
IF, by a higher taste for literature, is meant an increased fondness for committing to memory, for the purpose of recitation, lists of names of un· 
known authors and their respective works, I know nothing that can be done 
or ought to be done. There is no magic in the repetition even of a great name, 
unless that name calls up its becoming a:;sociations. To many an ear Virgil 
means no more than Bavius and Mrevius, and Amos Cottle is as suggestive 
to such a one as S. T. Coleridge. Oliver Optic is to many a lad a greater man 
than Scott or Dickens, and Beadle's Dime Novels will be eagerly read by 
him while Shakesp~are, Homer, Milton, Dante, and Macaulay are resting, 
unmolested and dusty, upon the library shelf. Our question demands that we 
seek the means of cultivating a higher tast'! in the choice of books, and does 
not require us to ask what text·book contains most miscellaneous information 
packed in a given space. 
There was a time when love of reading in a child might be regarded as a 
hopeful sign, of intellectual capacity. When books were few and costly; when 
very few of them were in any way intended f(lr children in particular; when 
there were no children's papers or magazines, a child that inclined to reading 
was compelled, perforce, to grapple with something which was considered 
worthy of mature thought. In readmg, the mind was, of necessity, lifted 
somewhat beyond a childish range of elevation, and so, while many were reo 
pelled from books, those who clung to them from pure affection became, as 
a matter of course, thinkers and reasoners. The books which have come 
down tf) us from any period more than a century remote generally illustrate 
the "survival of the fitt(lst." Without artificial helps, they have withstood 
the buffetings of the waves of time which, happily for' all, have engulfed most of 
the vile stuff which was then the means of intellectual debauchery to a wealthy 
few. 
But at the present time, it is not safe to say 'that a love of reading is a hope-
ful sign, or a proof of promising intellect. One must know what is read and how, 
before speaking with anything like ap.,roval of a craving appetite for pnnted 
matter. An inordinate appetite for green apples, or slate-pencils, or for clay, is 
not wor\e for the body than a craving for certain kinds of literature, unfortu-
nately to'; common and too eheap, is for the mind. Not to speak of positively 
vicious, or openly immoral reading, which is so abundant and so persistently 
forced upon public attention; the lives of notorious criminals, the Police Ga-
zettes, and other vile and pernicious things which are thrust in your face by train-
boys, or kept m the windows or on the counters of booksellers who are called 
moral and upright men; not to speak of the terrible details of vice which 'often 
disgrace the columns of papers whose reputation is such that they could "afford 
th.e luxury of a conscience," a young person foraging for himself, without some 
special pains taken to guide his taste and judgment, may dci himself positive 
injury even in a Sunday School library, in which every book shall have been 
written with the avowed intention of teaching valuable moral or distinctively 
religious truth. Even to a careful reader, moderately versed in books, the 
difficulty of choosing the best is constantly increasing. In general, as people 
read more, they profit less. There are scores and hundreds who take their 
~ daily novel almost as the toper do~s his drams and almost as ruinously. 
There are others to whom the daily paper, even of the best kind, is a positive 
injury, because of its excessive demand upon their time. 
Our schools have done very much to create this appetite for reading. Are 
they doing what they ought to direct their pupils to healthful food for satisfy-
ing it? Are they in the position to do more without letting slip some of those 
things which the public seem now to demand? If they can do this work, 
how? Our limits of time admit but brie( answers to these questions. 
To the first, there is but one answer possible. They are not doing what 
pught to be done. The ability to select, to appreciate, to use, and to enjoy 
books is not in proportion to the acquired power to solve arithmetical prob-
lems, or to analyze sentences. I think this need not be discussed. I presume 
it will not be questioned. 
2. Are the schools in -position to do more in this direction without giving 
up what seems to be required of them? 
ePaper read before the Illinois State Teachers' Association, at Springfield, Dec. '7, 1877. 
I say what stuns to be required of them, designedly, because I think that · 
much which is now taught in them could hardly give a satisfactory reason for 
its existence there. Why geography should have been taught so long to the 
exclusion of natural hi tory; why, under the old regime, so much time was 
given to arithmetic and none to physiology is not easy to understand. Why 
schqol hours should extend from 9 till 4 in all seasons of the year . we can 
not say. Nor can we see why primary arithmetic and geography should be 
forced upon little children that can not read well enough to get the seuse of 
the questions which they are called upon to answer. We see no reason why 
bright chiidren who, in their hOJUes, will read through a story-book in a sin-
gle evening, should spend from six to nine months on a smaller book while 
in the school-room, learning its alm)st meaningless, mechanical sentences 
until they can repeat the whole book from beginning to end. More and bet-
ter reading can be introduced in the school course by giving more time to it 
in the earlier part 01 the course. I have 110t time to develop this as I WIsh ; 
but in speaking of method. to be u;ed in cultivating literary taste, will touch 
. upon this subject again. 
3. And principally, How can the work be done? All agree that it is d~­
sirable to do. All admit that a school education ought to impart to its recip-
ient sometlling of taste to incline him to good reading, judgment in selecting 
books, ability to appreciate and enjoy them, and knowledge of the art of using 
them. All admit that books are a m)st important factor in that social and 
moral education that reaches beyond school life, and is more important than 
the ordinary lesson work. Some who know by happy experience the power, the 
comfort, the restfulness, of a good book, long, with a spirit of true benevolence, 
to transmit their own delight to their pupils. But objections are m Ide to any 
effort; difficulties are suggested; it is S.lid that we have neither the time, the 
books, nor the public sympathy which are necessary to successful work. 
In the first place, a; I have already s.lid, reading must receive more aUe"l-
tion in the lower grad~. Pupils should read more in a month than they now 
do in a year. They should read nore stories, and less detached sentences. 
Fortunately we have good juvenile magazines, published monthly, possessing 
the important requisites of good paper; clear type, choice engraving,;, and in-
teresting matter, ranging from the charming little Nursery and Little Folkr 
up to the St. Nicholas. There are several schools which are using these 
magazines with excellent results and with trifling expense. It cost. far le.s 
to supply a school with these than with reader. cont lining anything like an 
equal amount of reading matter, In u;ing these books, the aim of tbe teacher 
should be largely to make tbe' pupils master the sen$e fully and to read in an 
easy, natural way. Even if the spelling is not at on.:e perfect, let the ch ,lctren 
have something new to tempt them' on, before they are disgusted with tbe te-
dious monotony of lessons too often repeated. 
I wonder if it has ever occurred to my fellow-teachers that all the reading-
matter of a whole series of ordinary reJ.ders, as high up as the Flflh, is ~ clually 
less than that of an ordinary eight page first-class daily paper. I believe this 
to be the fact. Now as .far as comprehension of the existing world is con-
cerned, it would be far bett~r, educationally, to read one newspapa than four 
or five readers. At some time in the latter part of my scho01 course, I frt:-
quently introduce the daily paper, as a regular lesson, and have spent a month 
upon a single copy, so much of study is required to appreciate it fully. 
The proper place for a school reader seems to me to be after the pupils 
have learned to read common stories fluently and naturally, and to think about 
.the sense of wha! they read ; so as to he able to tell correctlY in their own 
words, either orally or by writing, whatever they have read. At that lime 
there can be taken up a reader which contains a treatise upon the principles of 
goqd rGading', something upon elementary phonics, and piece; selected partly 
for their literary and partly for their elocutionary value; such as are suitable 
tor drill pieces, both for thought and for expression. Then, for a time, a well -
selected school library shoul~ be used in place of a reader. Each pupil should 
read one book, and prepare himself to report upon it to the class. Clas. read-
ing should give place to class listening and critiCism. The books wLll, of 
course, be exchanged, and read in time by most or all of the class. They will 
mutually correct statements of facts as to the narratives, and will unconscious-
ly acquire much of value in regard to the important subject of succes.ful pre-
sentation. 
At this point the teacher will have enough to do. He must train the class 
to notice in the. books read any inconsistencies, contradictions, or absurdities. 
He must test their judgment 01 probabilities. He must draw out their thoughts 
upon the characters presented, upon their fidelit} to nature, whether they are 
the counterparts of those people whom they know or see. The language put 
into the month of a character mu;t be tested, to decide whether it is natuial 
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or not. By talks upon books, by comparison and judicious questioning, a 
class of intelligent pupils can be led on to make judgments of value, and to ac-
quire the habit of deliberate and careful study of what they read. Knowing 
that they are to be held accountable, they will read, not merely for the story, 
but to grasp and retain plot, characters, language, style and moral. If any 
one objects to the c9st of this, it may be answered that books suitable for this 
use cost little, if any, more than school readers, and will serve for several 
generations of pupils. If the difficulty of ' selection be urged, let tea'chers and 
school authorities be stirred up to do this work earnestly and carefully, with 
the aid of the best talent of the community. I am fully persuaded tbat very 
few teachers and still fewer communities appreciate the educational value of 
a well· selected school library. If they did, I am sure we should have more 
of them and that they would be more used. 
A year of library reading, with general criticism, may be followed by the read-
ing of some standard author with critical study. In a paper which 1 once read 
before the Association, published in the Illinois Teacher for 1871, I gave the 
books which I have used and the order in which they are read. Briefly 1 would 
say, read with a class nothing that is not classic, and read exhaustively; with 
Ihe closest grammatical analysis ; with attention to position of words and arrange· 
ment of sentences as affecting clearness and emphasis; with development of all 
figures of speech; with study of all geographical, historical, biographical and 
mythological allusions ; witl1 special attention to derivarion and composition 
of words; with study of synonyms, inquiring closely as 10 the reason why the 
author chooses one word rather than another; and above all, seeking to "read 
between the lines" as the phrase is ; to see what fine and subtle thought may 
lurk in a seeming riddle, or an apparent paradox. Such teaching is twice 
blessed-"it blesseth him that gives and him that takes." It is because of 
such close and persistent study that some of the ancient classics have become 
such a power among men-influencing, perhaps unconsciously, so much of 
modern thought, and pervading so much of modern literature. 
Permit me to recall a single fact in my own history. In my sophomore year 
ill ("ollege, I attended a teachers' institute in Massachusetts, conducted by Dr. 
Barn,as Sears, then secretary of the State Board of Education. One of his ex-
ercises has done much to shape my thihking, reading and teaching from that 
day onward. He took the opening pass,age of Robertson's Life of Chas. V., 
and from it gave us a lesson in synonyms and choice of words. For exam-
ple, in the sentence commencing" When the spirit of conquest led the armies 
of Rome beyond the Alps ", why the spirit of conque5t rather than the desire 
of conquest? Why conquest rather than victory? Why led rather than cott-
ducted? Why beyona ralher than across the Alps? At least one of that class 
carried away new and lasting impressions of the value of a discriminating choice 
of words, and, the interest to be f~und in the study of language; 
By such preliminary teaching, the pupil is trained to appreciate and to love 
good books; to become impatient of careless, inaccurate, unnatural writing. 
He learns to question the meaning of the author, and to distrust and reject 
those books which have nothing to say. 
After this work is done, a text-book in literature may 'be introduced to ad-
vantage, and the pupil may be made familiar with the great names in our own 
literature and that of the world. He is prepared to recognize that it is unpar-
donable in a fairly educated person not to know something of those great think-
ers whose bo..,ks have lighted up their respective centuries; "those dead, but 
sceptered sovereigns, who still rule our spirits from their graves." As in learn-
ing geography well, he passes from the known to the unknown-from the little 
world of his daily thought to the great oceans and continents of the world be-
yond; so in litera!ure, he prepares himself by his own limited reading to send 
out ~is appreciative fancy, at least, toward the vast, and, by him, unexplored 
contments and oceans of the world of books. Great names in literature im-
press hi!1l now, because he has learned that there is a greatness of mind dis-
played in clear thought, and in successful lI:arshalling of words, as well as in 
planning campaigns and marshalling armies. He has learned that a book may 
be more powerful than an army; that a nobler immortality may be won by the 
pen than by the sword. Therefore.he is willing to sludy authors as he studies 
other great men. 
The most common fault in this study i's the attempt to grasp too much-to 
fix in the memory names of unimportant books and of obscure ' authors. This 
should be most studiously avoided. Cut down unflinchingly the briefest text-
book, if it mentions a single author who is not really a man of mark and influ-
ence. 
It seems to me a waste of time to .attempt to teach historic English Literature 
without a previous study of English History. The significance and power of 
many books is to a degree lost, unless one knows' the time which either called 
them forth, or gave them form and shape. 
But how shall we find time for all this? Exactly as you do for mathemat-
ics. Because mathematical studies are popular, and easy to teach, ~hey occupy 
one third of school work from the primary grades to the end, or nearly to the 
end, of the university course. I claim an equal space for language culture in 
all its departments. In the lower grades, it claiins more than half the time. 
n is vastly more important for general education that the pupil should ' 
become an intelligent reader of good literature than that he become an expert 
accountant or a " toad-sharp" or a " bug-sharp" as the irreverent Calfornians 
call the enthusiastic student of natural history. What ever else the teacher ' 
may teach, he ought to be, to all his pupils, a co~petent guide into the domain 
of books. Whatever ~tudies he may neglect, he is not justified in neglecting 
the study of books. "For other studies are neither for all times nor Jor all 
ages, nor all places; but these nourish youth, delight old age, grace our pros-
perity, furnish a refuge' and a sola.ce in our adversity, delight"lls at home, are 
110 hindrance abroad, pass the night with us, go with us on our journeying$., 
stay with us in our country solitude." 
"Results speak for ateacher's competency or incompetency," said a gentle. 
man to us in conversation not long since. In no department is this more true 
than of music teaching. The man that can play upon innumerable kinds of instru-
ments; who boasts of his great knowledge, or who flourishes his many compo-
sitions before the public, is not always the successful teacher. One may train 
his pupils to sing many pretty songs in an admirable manner; but if he fails 
in teaching them to read music, he is not competent. Another may succeed 
as a director of opera or oratorio, and yet be a failure as a teacher. As Prof. 
W. H. Dana has said : "n is not necessary that a good teacher should be a fine 
performer. To be ~onest we must say that most of our fine performers are poor 
teachers. To be a good teacher requires patience, the ability to impart in-
struction, an understanding of human nature, and a love for the work. To be 
a fine performer requires much time for practice, and this time the faithful 
teacher must devote to the good of his or her pupils. Plaidy, a piano teacher 
in one of the European conservatories, was a. great teacher, but never figured 
as a·performer, aud the same miglit be said of Drs. Lebert and Stark, whose 
piano studies are now becoming so popular; while lleethoven, whose writings 
betray the great master, was a very poor teacher." , W. L. S. 
TIRED. 
PEARL MONTROSE. 
I HAVE tired of thankless toiling; My teaching is all in vain. 
Who follows where I am treading now, 
With an aching and a fevered brow, 
Will see the dust my fair robes soiling, 
Yet never a trace in a single place 
Of my foot-steps will remam. 
Commencing with eager gladness, 
I strove to perform my task ; 
Yet all my efforts are no avail; 
While seeking success I constantly fail; 
And now discouraged I sit in sadness ; 
For 1 planted a field that refuses to yield, 
Receiving naught though for much I ask. 
* * * * * * * 
o teacher, weary, faint-hearted, 
Take up thy burden once more; 
A pebble dropped in the tranquil lake 
Will cause the circles to rise and break, 
Till, widening out from whence they started, 
T~ey are lost to the exe, yet never die 
Ttll felt by each drop from shore to shore. 
So we, by patiently teaching, 
May cast in life's mighty sea , 
. Some thoughts with Truth's rich .radiance bright 
Which, when our names are forgotten quite, 
Will still send circling waves outreaching, 
Gaining with time until sublime 
They murmur through all humanity; 
Th~n teaclrer take up thy burden, 
And patiently pass along; 
Tho' thou may'st be sowing for others to reap, 
Strain all thy powers; let no nerve sleep; 
And grandly fair shall be thy guerdon, 
When thy toil shall cease by the River of Peace, 
And thy heart breaks forth in triumphant song. 
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Notes. 
GENERAL.- The Scimtific A11Z~rican urges a v~ry 'sensible n~~ure, which we wish to second and heartily endorse. It IS that expositions be held 
next sum mer 01 what the boys and girls df the country or of a single state can 
do. A national affair of this kind wonld be rather too unwieldy perhaps, 
but it would not be a very difficult task to bring together the best workman' 
ship of our artisan boys and 2"irls in a ;ingle state. If the state is too large to 
start with, let it be a county, or a single town. Let all kinds uf work be pro -
duced, from a school composition to a steam engine, and let prizes be given 
profusely.--W. H Wells, member of the Board of Education, Chicago, has 
published a pamphlet in which he p~esents a chronological catalogue of En-. 
glish grammars issued prior to 1801, including also several other grammatical 
works, .which bear important relations to the early history of English grammar. 
. Mr. Wells has in manuscript an historical sketch of the grammars of our lan-
guage, with notices of the early introduction of English grammar as a branch 
of school instruction, and a special thread devoted to the history of the poten-
tial mood in English. He has in his own library over five hundred and fifty 
diffe:rent English grammars, but still desires to obtain, if possible, some of the 
earlier grammars, and invites all who may have any information respecting 
such works to kindly communicate with him.--One of the peculiar features 
of Boston University, as announced in the President's Annual Report, just 
_ published, is its theory of membership. " Before taking his first degree, the 
student is in an important sense a probationer. He can reach a permanent 
life member; hip only by gami~g at least one degree. If he can win his first 
degree, he is immediately, or in a short time, promoted to membership in the 
University Convocation, where through life he is effectively ~elated to the con-
duct and government of the institution. * * * - The superiority of the plan 
over the ordinary one, its tendency to give unity, and strength, and command-
ingpublic influence to the University is obvious at a glance." Another marked 
feature of this great and growmg institution is the organization of the course 
of study in the College of' Liberal Arts. ' The entrance examinations are di-
vided into two, the preliminary and the final, the former to be passed one year 
before entrance. By this arrangement the standard of requisites for admission 
is. placed at least a ful. year's work beyond the average requirement in this 
country. "No otber university in the world requires a knowledge of four 
languages besides the student's vernacular in order to admission." The 
whole number of students_in attendance during last year was 670. Of these, 
167 were young women, 503 young men. 
REVIEWS. 
THE Student's Reader / Containing Brief but Comprehensive Instructions and Suggestions on Reading; with a L'lrge Number of Choice Selections 
iii. Prose and 'Poetry, Illustrated and Explained by Numerous Historical, Bio-
graphical, and Critical Notes. By Richard Edwards, LL. D., late President 
of Illinois Normal University, and author of Analytical Readers. (Chicago.: Geo. 
Sherwood & Co., pp. 412, 1877.)-The above, from tbe title-page of this new 
book, indicates very fullY 'its character and chieHeatures of excellence. It is no-
ticeable that the Reader has been edited with more care thal! some which have 
been prepared for a similar purpose. The selections have been made for a 
reason-everyone possessing positive merit, and affording material for study, 
and with this in view the book has been called the" Student's Reader". No 
space is given to an analysis of English sounds, it being assump.d either that 
students using the book have already had sufficient drill in that subject or that 
it will be taught according to the preference of the teacher. 
Mr. H. L. Boltwood, principal of the High School at Princeton, Ill., has fur . ' 
nished forty pages of judiciously prepared" Notes", wbich are not distributed 
tbrough tbe book, as is usually the case, but are printed together near the 
close of the "Volume. They are more like the best notes on the ancient classic texts 
. than what are usually found in English reading-books. And they are so pre-
sented 'as to invite a further reading of the works from which the selections 
are made. The 'selections are introduced by some General principles and 
Practical Directions for Reading, also suggestions upon the reading of eleven 
different selections, takim as illustrations. The5e take the place of a collection 
':If rules, which are seldom learned, and more seldom remembered py pupils. 
Besides the usual table of contents, tbere is an index to tbe notes, a list of 
words marked for pronunciation according to the notation in Webster's Dic-
tionary, for the selections contained in the book, and another list for the Notes, 
both being preceded by a table of vowel and consonant sounds, marked ac-
cording to Webster . . This list is a great convenience;and valuable appendix 
to the book, as it places within easy reach of the pupil the correct pronuncia-
tion of every word which will be apt to give him any trouble, and all so ar-
raBge~ that the exact word under consideration may be readily found. 
Correspondence. 
FROM PENNSVILLE, OHIO. 
To THE EDITOR OF THE WEEKLY: 
As thy paper is becoming justly popular in our county, I have thought a few lines from here might find a place in thy columns. I should like~ 
to give my views an airing concerning two or three questions, and I have thought 
best to unburden myself to thee. 
I. Why do We say" The sun uts " , instead of " The sun sits"? If we 
say "The sun sets" (using a transilive verb), why npt say to a boy, "Sdduwn"? 
Again, if we use a transitive verb in the evening, why not use one in the morn-
ing, and say" The sun is ,'nising"? I prefer to say the sun sits. 
2. In bodies of unifonn den -ity, the center of magmtude coincides with the 
center of gravity, and the centt-r of gravity is the center of weight. Now if we 
take a I~ng piece of :timber, of unif,lTm density, but not uquniform size; and 
balance It across-a fulcrum, the large: or short ene! (after cUltmg It in two at the: 
balancing point) will be foune! to weigh more than the small or long e;,nd. 
QUERY: Is the center of gravity directly over the point on which it balan-
ces? Our author on physics says It is. 
3. As a circle is a tigure bounded by a curve,! line, I think our geographers . 
are in error when they say that the "quator is a gr.:at circle passing around the 
earth. What dost thou think? A TEACHER. 
PENNSVILLE, 0., Illh mO.31, 1877-
P. S.--Should like to see an articl~ in THE EDUCATIONAL WEEKLY, j!iving 
the origin of the name: of each state i,l the Union. Also the origin of the names 
of foreign countries. 
THE DIVISION OF FRACTIONS. 
To THE EDITOR OF THE WEEKbY: 
I WISH to submit the following explanation of the rule for division of frac-tions to the readers of the WEEKLY for criticism. Example-: ,f-+j, 2)t({ X t- Now ~aking use of the well-know.) principle, thilt dividing the diVisor 
mulliplies the qnotient, we have t lt(% X t = t . Here we have used a 
form with which the pupil i, familiar, and have deduced the common rule. I 
think it is quite simple. H _ E. ROBBINS. 
TONICA, ILL. 
NOTES BY THE WAY. 
KANKAKEE is an old French town located on a river by the S:lme namt'. The public school is a fine one. Prof. Rolfe, late of Jennings S<!minary, Aurora, is Superintendent of city schools. MISS M. J. Davidson IS teacher of 
the High School. Miss D. is from Steubenville, and has been a teacher at 
Akron, Ohio. Mrs. Rose has been for ten years teacher of the primary depart-
ment. Miss Deihl. Arnold, late of New Yurk, has charge of a dep lTlment that 
needs the strong hand of thorough discip!ine. Miss A. is an en<!rgdic teacher, 
and will succeed in securing order in school work. There are eight tealhers 
employed in the building. A new electrical machine fre,m E. S. ~itt:hie & Sons, 
Boston, has just been purchased. Mr. Henry C. Paddock, Superi ll tend~nt of 
county schools, pas an office 'here in City Hall. The French CathOlic so' Jety 
have an academy here where ten teachers are employed. 
At Watseka, Brother Haley, one of the warmest· hearted teachers in Iroquois 
county, gave us a cordial welcome. The school-building is a good onl'. Wat-
seka is the county seat of Iroquois. Miss Ada Wray teaches the primary ,;chool 
in a dark basement room. Give these young, tender plants mure of Gild's free 
sun shine,-directors of Watseka public schools. Mrs. Bak~r and her sister 
teach tbe ntermediate schools ; MISS Palmer the gram'nar; Mr;. H \ley as ,is-
ltant. A short walk after school to Old-town, and we met Prof. DeVore and 
Misses Montl;:omery and Veach, his assistants in the schools of this quiet little 
burgh. Mr. DeVore was once a student at Normal, Ill. • 
At Gilman, Supt. Kerr kindly accompanied us to the public schOQJs in charge 
of Prof. Payne. He is assisted by Misses Seed, Youmans, and Smith(?). - MISS 
Y. is a graduate of Grand . Prairie Seminary. 
At a county teachers' meeting at ,Buckley, we met Rowell, or Chebanse; 
Riggs, of Onarga;. Perry, of Loda; Bales, of Buckley ; Beebe, of Milford; Niesz, 
. of Sheldon; MISS Walker, of Thawville; and many others. Col. E. 13 uray 
was present and~explained the Grube method of teaching numbers. The next 
meeting of the association will he held at Chebanse, the second Saturday in 
February. A uniformity of text-books was almost unanimously adopted in-
cluding a course of study recommended by the committee. A. H. P. 
P. S.-In our" Notes" of Jan. 3, we stated that Prof. Smith, of Naperville, 
had lately published a work on psychology. This wa~ an error. The work is 
by Prof. Huelster; it was published in the German language, and has received 
the highest encomiums of the German press. It is the author'S intention to 
give it an English dress as soon ai his leisure will permit. A. H. P. 
-The c~lectric light at the depot of the Paris and Lyons Railroad is now 
one of the sights of the French capital. 
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QUERIES AND ANSWERS. 
To CORRBSPONDBNTS.-Make your answers as brief as possible and not sacrifice clearness . 
Never send an answer or a question on a postal card. Never make any cancellation marks 
In your solutions. Always revist'jlour tlnS'Ulty before sendlng, to see that it is perfectly clear 
and contains no errors. The shortest and best answers will be published in preference to 
others. Questions Will be republished for six weeks if no answer is received. When it is 
possible, send your own answer when you send the query. Make as lew diagrams as pas· 
sible. 
QUERIES. 
JANUARY 10, 1878. 
16. I offer the following equation to be reduced as a quadratic: 
.;x-2..=_7_ 
x ';X-2 THEO. J. SMERSH. 
17. Each side of the base of a triangular pr;sm is 2 inches, its length 14 
inches; fuid the contents. 
18. Two globes, each 5 inches in diameter; and two cubes, each 5 inches 
in length, were melted into one cube; how long was the ~ide of this cube? 
THOS. WILSON . 
19. A printer uses a sheet of paper for every sixteen pages of an octavo 
book; .How much paper will be required to print five hundred copies of a 
book containing thr"e hundred and thirty-six pages, allowing two quires of 
waste paper. f'lf every ream, the waste paper to be estimated only on the entire 
reams? A SunSCRIBER. 
JANUARY 17, 1878. 
20. Give a concise and clear ~efinition of a re-entrant angle. K. 
21. What influence, if any, has the revolution of the earth upon its axis in 
preventing the earth from falling into the sun; in other words, what tendency 
has the earth's tiaily motion to modify its amtual motion? E. B. F. JR. 
22. "Jefferson, Madison, and Randolph were leaders of the Republican 
party" .-Barnes. 
" Washington, Jay, Madison, and Hamilton were leaders in the Federal 
party."-Ritipatll. 
"The election of Madison was a triumph of the Federalists."-Swinton . 
Will some one explain? S. 
23. Where can I get the best weekly report cards for country school? 
GEO. NELSON. 
24. ,What is" like" in the following: "Pastime, like wine, is poison in 
the morning." What is "who" in the following : "I knew who ran the 
horse," (but was not acquainted with hun.) W. D. C. 
25. The mouth of the MissiSSippi river is said to be some four miles higher 
-farther from the center of the carth-than its head. Why, then, does the 
river flow southward? Does it not run up hill? H. 
26. What days are legal holidays for schools in Michigan? 
H. G. HI PP. 
27. Was there ever such a man as Rip Van Winkle? 
28. Why are not quotation marks user! in the Bible? . 
29. Should the word "Bible" be capitalized when written or printed? 
30. Give a short and plain answer to · this question: "What is a Clearing 
House ?" 
31. What gave use to the name" Porter-house steak ?" 
32. From what is the name" sandwich?" P. 
JANUARY 24, 1878. 
33. Solve: cx+v+az=a+ac+c 
c'x+a 2z+Y=3ac 
acx+2y+acz=a2+:zac+c2 • J .M. M. 
34. Below I give you an algebraic puzzle which I ~ame across in looking 
over my books. Will some of your subscribers tell wherein the fallacy lies? 
Let x = 2, 
Then X2 =2X, 
~ and subtracting 4, X"-4=2X-4; 
factoring, (X-2)(X+2) = 2(X-:Z). 
Dividmg, (X+2)=2; 
whence, x=2-2, 
or x = 0 , . 
orx+ 2 = 2. 
Substituting the value of x, 2 + 2 = 2 
4=2 
2 = I. J. H. GOULD. 
35. I send you, for the amusement of yo.ur reader;;, a. sort of arithmetical 
puzzle. Let anyone give me a set of any figures whatever. After looking at 
the figures, I will furnish two figures, which, annexed to the set given, will 
make the whole divisible by thirty-six, in whatever order the figures may be 
arranged; provided that the two figures furnished by me shall be placed last, 
and in the same order as given. 
Thus if I be given the figures 1642, I will furnish the figures 32. Any com-
bination of the first four figures, withj32 annexed"will be divisible by thirty-
six. On what pr.operties of 
.-
numbers does the selection of the two figures de-
pend? W. A . FALLAS. 
P. S.-The WEEKLY is a favorite visitor. It is indispensable. 
-----------------36. x+y=lO. 
xVy= 12. 
Give a solution for finding the values of x and V by quadratic eqzeatiolts 
C. A. ROOT. 
37. Can anyone name books describip.g barnes for school children? 
S. 
39, ~hree perso~ are living in respect to each other in the form of a right 
angled Isosoc1es tnangle. Between them they have a school house to which 
A has to go 30 rods; B 40 rods, and C 50 rods. What distance do they live 
from each other respectively? D. H. D. 
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS JAN. 3, 1878. 
.3. Plat;e the supposed block ~)ll the side containing 12 square feet, and it 
WIll reqUIre less power to dr~w It, because, in that case, there will be less sur-
face exposed to the surface m contact, and, comequ\!ntly, less adllesivl! foy,e 
to overcome. H . B. A. 
~ 
6. The" Society of Cincinnatus" does still exist. Hamilton Fish is the 
present president of the Society. 
7. ~am.es ~onroe, in one of his annual messages to Congress, advocated 
the prmclple slllce famous as the " Monroe Doctrine." 
9. New York was undoubtt!dly the transient stopping place of companies 
of traders at various times, but the first company of actual settll!YS came over 
from H olland in 1623. 
. 10. The U?ite~ States authorities neg?tiated a treaty with Spain (or possess-
Ion of Flonda I.n February 1819, whl,ch ~as ratified by spain in October 
1820, and the Ulllted States took possessIOn III "July 182 I. C. H . 
DAVENPORT, IA. 
ANSWER. TO QUERY BY OMEGA, VOL. Ill, PAGE 9. 
Present worth Of $ 1 at compound int~rest. 
! 1.07 equals .9345797 for I year. 1 (LOt) 2 equals .8734389 for 2 years. f $1+ · (1.07)8 equals ,8162880 for 3 years. (1.07)~ equals .7628954 for 4 years. (1.07)5 equals .7129865 for 5 years. 
._ 4.1001985 : I : :.3000 : $731.672. Ans. 
The ·present worth of this sum for one, two, three, four. and five years, re-
spectively. will be the several principals or amounts for which the several 
notes should be given to amgunt to equal payments at maturity. 
$683'806} 639,07 1 




first find how IVuch of a deht ~n annual payment of $1 for five years, under 
the conditions of the problem, WIll cancel. To do this begin with the pay-
ment at the end of the fifth year. .This last payment of $1 is what was due 
at the bl!gi1zning of the fifth year, plus the interest on that amount for one year; 
whence. by the Rule for Present Worth, 
$1+1.07=.934579+, the debt at the hegininng of the fifth year. Add-
in~ the payment made at the -'end of the fourth year, we get $1.93+, the 
amount of the debt at the time the fourth payment was due. 
$1.934579+ 1.07=$1.808181+, the debt at the bl!l{inning of . the fourth 
YC:l r. Adding $1 'again, and proceeding as ahove for the third, second, and 
fir,t years, we get the amount due at the beginning of the first ye~r to be 
$4. 1002+. the original debt, cancelled by the annual oayment of $1 for five 
years. Hence, the amount of the payment required - to liquidate a debt of 
$3.000 will be $3,000+4· 100 .+=$731 67+. .D . W. BATSON. 
. K. W .. C., MILLERSBURG. Ky. 
---------------------
Let x represent the annual payment, then when the first payment has been 
made the;e will be 107 (3.ooo)-x still due; after the second payment, 
100 
I07(~ (3,000)- x )-x , etc. , until the last being paid,the expression be-
100 100 
comes __ x3.000- -- x- __ x- _ x- -- x-x>, 10715 10714 1071 6 107/2 . 107 
100 100 100 100 100 
from which we deduce the following rule, which the · pupils readily under-
stand, 
Divide' the compound amount of the prIncipal for die whole time by $1+ 
the compound amounts of $1 for one, two, three, efc., years, up to the glve~ 
number of years. . 
In the present case it gives the answer $731.672, and by the aid of a com-
pound interest table makes but little more than a problem in long divi~ion. 
MAQUOKETA, IA., Jan. II, 1878. C. C. D. 
[We have received several other excellent answers to' " Omega," but it is 
itot necessary to publish more.-:-ED.] 
58 The Educational Weekly. [Number 54 
... Ed ucational Intelligence . 
EDITORS: 
Mail,e: Prof. J. MARSHALL HAWKBS, Principal Greely Institute, Cumberland Center. 
Colorado: Hon. J . C. SHArrucK, State Supt. Public Instruction, Denver. 
Iowa: J. M. DaARMOND, Principal Grammar School NO. 5, Davenport. 
Olinois: Prof. JOHN W. COOK, Illinois Normal Unive~ity, Normal. 
b,di",,,.: J. B. ROBBRTS, Principal High School, Indianapolis. 
Wisconsin: J. Q. EMBRY, Supt. Public Schools, Fort Atkinson. 
Minnesota: O. V. TOUSLBY, Supt. Public Schools, Minneapolis. 
Dakota,: W. M. BRJSTOLL, Supt. Public Schools, Yankton. 
Ohw: R. W. STEYBNSON, Supt. Public Schools, Columbus. 
Nebraska: Prof. C. B. PALMER, State Univ., Lincoln. 
Michig-an: HENRY A. FORD, Kalamazoo. 
Tlu East-Pror. EDWARD JOHNSON, Lynn, Massachusetts. 
Tlu South-Prof. GBO. A. CHASB, Principal Female High School, LouisvIlle, Ky. 
OrMrs for sUbscription may be sent to tke above.editors, if pre/erred. Items of edu-
CahOlUl11lews are invited from superintendents and teackers. 
CHICAGO, YANUARY 24, I878. 
MICHIGAN. 
THE twenty-fifth annu;ll meetmg of the State Teachers' Association was held at East Saginaw December 27-29. The first paper read was by 
W. S. George, editor of the Lansing Repu'blican. He referred to two classes 
of objectors who now find fault with our public schools, viz: the Roman 
Catholics and tax-payers. ,The former, who, by their highest Church author-
ities, condemn the schools as "irreligious, immoral, nurseries of vice," are the 
chief objectors. The coming glory of our public schools was stated to be 
their mixing and fusing together all the children, irrespective of nationality, 
social condition, political bias, or religious faith, and making them friendly 
and t?lerant to. each othel. . F~o~ e~rly life, church school.s ~ust ten.d in the 
opposite directIOn; and, whl~e It IS nglit to tolerate them, It IS also nght that 
they should pay for their own extinguisher. of the lights of modern science. 
This paper was discussed by W. L. Eaton and Supt. George, of Kalamazoo, 
Messrs. Thompson, Delano, and Adam~. The fir.t paper of the second day 
was by Superintendent C. A. Gower, oj East Saginaw, upon local supervision. 
After reviewing the advantages and deficiencies of the public school system 
of the state, he presented the question of supervision as follows: We need 
supervision for several distinct purposes. I. For the examination of teachers. 
This is by far the most important work of our supervisory agencies, and one 
that .should be .entrusted to none but experienced educator, of thorough schol-
arship, sound Judgment, and good common sense. When we consider the 
necessary qualifications of a teacher, we will agree that this important work 
of examination should not be given into the hands of those with anything 
short of ripe culture in all that pertains to education, and free from all local 
and political prejudices: The work of examinin2: can be done best by some 
authority co· extensive with the county, and we think that authority should 
be a county board of three examiners. The most profitable work that was 
done by our best county superintendents was in the examination of teachers. 
That plan was weak, however, in placing all the responsibility of decidmg 
such matters upon one man, and in obliging each new incumbent of the office 
~~ begin ~is ~ork in ignorance a~ ~o the merits of different teachers, peculiar-
Illes . of dlstncts, etc. The decISIons of a county board, on the contrary, 
would command more respect than t.hose of either one of its individual mem-
bers, and, if chosen for a term of three years, only one-third of the board 
would be new to the work at any time. Being selected, too, from different 
parts of the county, ~ they naturally would be, they could a%ist each other 
in determining matters of local importance. The secretary of the board should 
'be its executive officer, and would probably be a prominent teacher of the 
. county. The second work needed in the proper care of the country school 
i~t~rests is ~e county in~titute. The institute law of I8n makes wise pro-
VISion f!lr thiS work, but IS weakened by there being no authority of intelli-
gence who under~ta,!-ds t~~ local needs and requirements of the schools, and 
who can thus asSiSt m glVl.ng the work the proper direction. The Secretary 
of the county board, constituted as suggested, should be 'a resident coni:1uctor 
t o act jointly wi~h t~e representatiYe of the State Superintendent in the man-
agement of the mstltute. The present scheme could be readily adjusted to 
to such a pla~, and would be greatly strengthened thereby. The third point 
we would notice as necessary in a system of supervision is the township teach-
ers' meeting. This should be held at least once a month during term time, 
and attendance upon it should be compulsory. The township superintendent 
should have charge of this me.eting. Early in the term it should meet at S9me 
of the best schools ID the township and witness the work of the teacher as 
we do in our grade meetings, and discuss, after school, topics of local interest 
and points of discipline or instruction. In the winter time, evening meetings 
should be held ,at least once in each township, and the patrons of the school 
invited to attend. At these evening meetings some member of the county 
board should be present, and the generaf cause of educlttion, the relation of 
parents to the school, and kindred topics considered. When we have compe-
tent examination of teachers, well conducted county institutes, and · properly 
managed township teachers' meetings, then the work of visitation becomes a 
matter of secondary i.mportance; not to be ' neglected, indeed, but of such a 
character that it may be safely intrusted to the township superintendent. The 
viSitation would then be for the purpose of reporting to the county board the 
size of the school, studies pursued, and its needs; the apparent success of the 
teacher in discipline and instruction; in what respects the teacher is strong, 
and where weak. These reports should be made twice each term-soon after 
opening and near its close. The county board might very properly be chosen 
by an association of the township snperintendents of the county, with which 
organization they should meet at least twice a year. As a result of these meet-
ings, the quality of the township superintendents would, be greatly improved. 
A discussion on the above paper was then opened by Superintendent A. J. 
Daniels, of Grand Rapids, The speaker said that from Mr. Gower's address 
we learn that three fourths of the children who attend country schpols in this 
state are taught by incompetent teachers. If cognizant of this fact, what has 
the association done to remedy the defect? We have discussed and exempli-
fied the systems of the various hIgher grades of schools, such as the normal 
and high schools, but we haye hitherto entirely ignored the lower and primary 
schools. The subject is a momentous one, and should be acted upon at once. 
It has now become an obvious fact to those interested in public instruction, 
that people living in the country decline to invest their money in any scheme 
where they think they will not receive a direct benefit themselves. They 
th ink that the higher grade schools confer no benefits, and they refuse to sup-
port the primaries. The speaker dwelt at length on local supervision, which, 
in the country, should be founded on the basis upon which city educational 
institutions are conducted, and concluded by advocating a weekly convoca-
tion 9f teachers in ey~ry township, for the purpose of interchanging views 
and advocating the cause in wliich they are laboring. Prof. Daniel Putnam, 
of the State Normal School, indorsed the views expressed in the paper, a<; did 
Prof. Olney, oi the State University, and Superintendents George, of Kala-
mazoo, and Tarbell. Prof. Putnam made a motion that a committee of three 
be appointed to act in conjunction with the State Superintendent, to present 
to the Legislature some plan of local examination and supervision as they 
may deem best, on the basis of the paper read. The President appointed 
Supts. Gower and Daniels, and Prof. Putman. The President appointed the 
following committees, with power to fill vacancies, etc. On Nominations, 
Prof. 1. N. Demmon, Michigan University; Prof. A. Lodeman, Normal School; 
Prof. W. M. Osband, Albion College; Prof. D. Bemis, Coldwater; Miss 
Rhoda Selick, East Saginaw. On Resolutions, Supt. A. George, Kalamazoo; 
Prof. L. McLouth, Normal School; Prof. E. Olney, Michigan University j 
Prof. A. J. Stanton, Utica. On School Exhibits, Prof. E. A. Strong, Grand 
R apids; Prof. D. Putnam, Yp5ilal)ti; Supt. J. C. Jones, East Sa2:inaw j Miss 
Melissa Rose, Detroit; Prof. D. Fall, Flint. Supt. Jones moved that the 
meeting. be held at Lansing permanently hereafter. The motion was dis-
cussed pro and con quite generally and carried. 
Prof. Putnam moved tbat a committee of three be appointed to report at 
the next annual meeting a revised copy of the constitution with all the amend-
ments that have been adopted from time to time by vote or otherwise, .and 
such others as may seem advisable. Carried. 
Miss King here read an interesting paper on "Botany," giving many details 
of the study in its relation to schools j also, the pleasures and advantages of a 
thorough knowledge of the flora of our country. . 
Discussion on the above was opened by Prof. Delos Fall, of Flint, in which 
he alluded to tbe practice of adhenng so closely to books in recitations He 
thought we .should not depend upon books so much but depend upon ourselves 
more. 
At the allernoon session Prof. W. L. Smith, t>f East Saginaw, illustrated the 
practical work itl music with Miss Alexander's class from the sixth grade, 
Saginaw City, which for proficiency and perfection of drill shows what can be 
accomplished in education in music. The class were not picked from the 
school" but were all from one room with 'the exception of two. 
Supt. C. B. Thomas, of Niles, then'read a paper on "Educational Fallacies 
and Forces." 
Discussion was opened by W. C. Hill, of Ann Arbor. A. C. Parsons, of 
East Saginaw, said that there was a lack of practical education in our pub-
lic schools, which caused a great deal of complaint among the common peo-
ple that should be removed. Mr. Ransom, of St. Louis, Mich., spoke in 
fayor of practical education, and thought it could be obtained in the average 
commo~ school. Mr. \V. C. George differed somewhat from the paper read, 
but thought that the education in the common schools was formerly more 
practical than at present, and he thought if the people paid their mon.:y freely 
to support the schools they ought to receive some benefit practically, and not 
spend so much for the learning of the higher branches · and dead /atlguages. 
Prof. Stanton, of Utica, said that he defended the schools of the present day, 
and that the child of twelve years of to-day was far ahead in the common 
studies of the average of them of forty years ago. Prof. H . Q. Butterfield, of -
Olivet College, thought there was perfect harmony between practical education 
and the education of our schools to-day. 
Prof. Olney upheld the paper, and thought the schools were doing as good 
a work to-day as forty years ago. He illustrated in a somewhat humorous man-
ner the different modes of teaching when he was a boy, and the present, and 
thought the present was progressive, and very much advanced from forty years 
ago. 
Prof. George, of Kalamazoo, said he thought more was said about tbe build-
ings than was nece;sary. He said that the doctors laid the cause of much 
sickness to climbing so many stairs, but it could as well and truly be laid 
to something else. _ 
Prof. Nichols, of Ann Arbor, said the girls could climb stairs at home and in 
other buildings, but they could not at school, and thought too much had been 
said about defective school buildings. When the disposition to find fault ex-
isted, fault would be found. 
In the evening, President H. Q. Butterfield, of Olivet Co~ege, was introduced 
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and read an address on " The Relation of the Lower Schools to the Colleges;" 
in which he related that the common schools were the bas _ of the colleges, 
and that they could not exist if the common schools were not kept up. He 
thought the common schools were progressing and far in advance of former 
years. Where, he asked, are our learned and professional men of the future, 
if not in our common schools, and being moulded by the teachers of to-day, 
and to them we must look for the progress of the course of education, and with 
them rests the responsiuility of our future greatness. Whether the standard 
of education shall be raised or not, should be the question to be decided and 
will be decided by the common schools. He cited numerous instances where 
the colleges did much good, and thought that the teachers of the common 
schools should keep the idea prominent there; all scholars shoul" not be con-
tent until they had attained the highest point, until they were 'thoroughly edu-
cated and were entirely competent to fill any position in life. He deprecated 
that so many should be opposed to college education and point with ridicule 
to all who attain anything higher than the common school, and in illustration 
of their theory would point to' many noted persons who received all their educ 
cation at the common schools. The essay was quite lengthy and very able, 
and was listened to with close attentIOn by the large audience, which tended 
to show that the sentiments of the spelfker were appreciated. 
Supt. Bemis, of Coldwater, read an essay on "The Next Step in the Edu-. 
catioual Progress of Michigan," in which he recommended that the state should 
make special provision for secondary or intermediate education-between the 
primary and the high school. . 
Supt. I. W_ Morley, of Bay City, differed entirely from Mr. Bemis. The 
question was what do the people demand, and if we can find what they demand 
the ,. we shall know what is wanted. He said that three-fourths of the schools 
could be classed as ungraded schools, and it was very neces;sary that they 
should be protected. The teacher makes tpe school, and hence what educates 
the teacher elevates the school-, and what teachers do the people furnish the 
the ungraded schools? If there were any class who need good teachers the 
country or ungraded , chools necJ them, as their average attendance was only 
about six or seven months in the year. He thought that if the state should carry 
out the provision of Superintendent Bemis' paper there would be a greater 
antagoni5m to the public schools than at present. 
Supt, George thought that the teachers of the country schools were furnished 
by the high and secondary schools, and hence he thought the next step of 
Superintendent Bemis' paper was not far from right. • 
Supt. Crissey, of Flint, thought the state should not control the schools in 
any way, but that they should be supported by local places. He thought the 
people would support the schools much better than would be done by the state 
and could not agree with the papel. ' 
Pr?f. L. McLouth, of the Normal School, read an essay on "How Shall the 
PhYSical SCiences be Taught?" The Professor gave some of his experiences 
in teaching and examining students in the s.ciences, and also drew some com-
parisons in relation thereto. The paper was quite lengthy, but very interesting 
and should be read and studied by every teacher in the state. ' .' ' 
. Discussion on th~ abo~e paper was. opened by Prof. W. J. Beals, of the Ag-
ncult~ral College, m which he heartily agreed with the speaker, and said that 
expernnental knowledge was very much better than that obtained from 
books; but both were necessary, and aids to 'each other. There was too much 
theory and too little practice, and sc~ools to educat.e the people thoroughly 
should have more apparatus, more skillful and practical teachers. What we 
want is more skillful labor and not so much common labor. Prof. W. H. 
Os,band, of Albion College, said that he perfectly agreed with the speaker, 
and thought we should go even farther and use our text-books less in all 
branch.es and our own judgment more, hence teachers need a more p~actical 
education. Prof. J. C. Jones wished to add his mite m favor of all that was 
said by the speaker. We should try and be more thorough and not strive to 
. get over so much ground in so little time. It is better to learn a little and 
learn it well than try a large amount and get none at all. Prof. Strong of ' 
Gran? Rapids, gave some illustrations that had happened in his expcrie~ce, 
showmg how much better and easier it was if the two modes were combined. 
Prof. Gillett, of Flint, said his experience was that but few teachers were 
qualified to teach experimentally, and our aim should be to get good or better 
teachers, who could teach both methods. 
H. D., ~arrow~r, .. f Cnicago, gave the. members of the Association a pro-
tracte? c Fldd View of t~e Schools," which w~thoroughly appreciated. It 
was discussed by Supts. Strong and Tarbell. 
Nlrs: Kate B. Ford. read a paper on "The Kindergarten," in which she 
strongly urged the ments of "the new education." Her position was well sup-
ported by Prof Lodem'ln, of Ypsilanti. 
Mrs. L. A. Osband, of Albion College, read her paper on " The Teacher's 
Relation to the Moral and Religious Culture of the Future." The speaker said 
when we adopted the occupation of teachers, it should be considered as a hiaher 
calling, that of forming the charactcr of the scholar, not only for the pre~en.t 
but for allluture time. She gave some statistics iu regard to crime, and from 
these drew the conclusion that education was a prevention, but educated crimi-
nals were more .-liffieult to detect and punish than ilhterate. It would be a 
matter of economy for the state to educate the people to protect itself and dis-
pense with its criminals in a great measure. Wisdom, knowledge, ;nd virtue 
could not live side by side with crime, with any peace or good order. In our 
schools ,?f to-day there were so many topics and so much routme that there 
was no hme for morals. 
Discussion followed by Prof. Olney, in which he said he could not say a 
little, narrow, Preshyterian "amen" to the paper, but would say a whole-souled, 
hearty amen. He had views about the Bible in schools, but did not care 
whether it was in or .out, so 'long as the morals and influence of the teacher 
were as they should be, and their influence was what made the future of the 
scholar and not the books. He illustrated his remarks with some humorou<; 
anecdotes. The Professor suggested the 'adoption of the paper by a rising vute, 
which was nearly unanimous. . 
Prof. I. N. Demmon, of the Michigan University, followed with his essay 
on "The Study of Bibliography, its Bearing on the Teacher's ''lork.'' He 
gave some statistics to show that the pubhc taste for reading was growing at 
an extraordinary rate, and that the public libraries were. being patronized very 
liberally, and the teachers should study to control this growing taste for public 
reading by the selection of proper books to cater to this taste, and not allow 
the bookseller to palm off what he has in stock, or what he can make the most 
money on, and which is worthless or worse than worthless to educate the public 
mind. We should endeavor to cultivate and encourage the desire to read 
among the youth. If they 9;re indifferent, give them story books, but with' 
caution, but when the taste is once acquired, if properly directed at first, there 
will be no difficulty afterward. Books of fiction might be allowed to a lim-
ited extent, if of the right character, bilt should be selected with caution. 
The committee on nominations made the following report: President, Prof. 
E. Olney; Vice President, H. L . Daniels, Grand Rapids; Second Vice Presi-
dent, Mrs. L. A. Osband, Albion; Third Vice President, Prof. Richards, 
Chelsea; Secretary, Prof. D. Fall, Flint; Assistant Secretary, Miss E . Pruden, 
Coldwater; Treasurer, P.ro£. C. B. Thomas, Niles; Executive Committee, 
Prof. E. Q. Butterfield, Olivet; Prof. S. McLouth, Ypsilanti; Prof. J. C. Jones, 
East Saginaw; Prof. Strong, Grand Rapids. The report of the committee 
was recei'ved and adopte('" . 
---------------------
MAINE.-The editor of this departlnent exten Is a cordial greeting to the 
members of the profession in the West, and bespeaks the kindly assistance of 
every son all J daughter of Maine, whose affection for their native state never 
flags, and whose interest in their business never ' tires, to make this; column a 
weekly reunivn of. friends, a happy reminder of old friendships and pleasant 
school days. It Will be devoted to Maine teachers and their interests whether . 
in the state or out. In order to carry out this plan, we cordially invite all 
teachers to send us items of information regarding themselves or others-send us 
local papers with marked items of this character; changes in course of study, 
removal of teachers, erection of new buildings, organization of new schools 
success of those already establi,;hed, pupils m attendance at well-known in: _ 
stitutions, reports of local institutes and conventions, etc., etc., anything, in 
fac t, that may prove of interest to any Maine teacher. Such news items will 
be usually inserted,. and the kindness which prompts such attention to our 
wants will not pass unnoticed or unrewarded. 
The State Teachers' Ass.ociation met at Lewiston and held its eleventh 
annual session. There were papers and lectures as follows: "Parents and 
Schools," Rev. A. D . Mayo, Springfield, Mass; "A Place for the Industrial 
Arts," Prof. C. O. Thompson, .of Worcester, ,Mass.; "A Place and Work for 
Academies," Rev. Wm. Burr, of Hallowell, Me.; "ExaminationofTeachers," 
A. H. Kelley, Belfast, Me.; "Workshops in Industrial Education," Pr.of. Whit-
taker, of the Institute of Technology, Boston; c. English Literature," Prof. Chase, 
Bates College; "Science in the School," Prof. Carmichael, of Bowdoin Col-
lege; "Education for Farmers," Rev. Dr. Alle!l, Orono; "Classics and Eng-
lish," Mr. Merrill, Machias; "Latin in Schools," Mr. Thurlow, Freeport; 
"Shakspeare's Youth," Prof. Homer B. Sprague, .Boston. Grammar Sckool 
Dt'part11lent-" Sch.opl Discipline," A. St. Clair, Calais; "Arithmetic in Gram-
mar Schools," G. A. Robertson, Augusta; " Distinctive Work of Grammar 
SC!lOols," F. E. C. Robbins, Saccaroppa. State Superintendent Corthell an-
nounced that a State Teachers' Exchange would 'be maintained in his office at 
Augusta, where good teacher. could obtain information as to· vacancies salar-
ies, etc. The following officers were chosen lor the ensuing year: Pre~ident, 
H. A. Chapman, Brunswick; Vice President, A. W. Burr, Hallowell; Sec-
retary, W. O. Fletcher, Rockland ; Executive Committee, W. J. Corthell, 
Calais; L. G. Jordan, Lewiston; B. P. Snow, Alfred. A. E. Chase Portland 
State Editor N. E. '.Journal of .Education. The following-were ~lected as: 
sistant editors -one for each county: Waldo, Kelley of Belfast; York"Snow 
of Alfred; Oxford, Moody of _Hebron; Androscoggin, Jordan .of Lewiston; 
Sagadahoc, Woods of Bath; Kennebec, Burr of Hallowell; Franklin, Wood-
bury. Farmington; Somerset, Jordan of Pittsfield; Knox, Fletcher of Rock-
land; Hancock, Chilcoth of Ellsworth; Washington, St. Clair of Calais; Aroos-
took, Knowlton of Houlton; Penobscot, Robinson of Bangor; Piscataguis, 
Brackett of Foxcroft; Lilicoln,-Thurlow oi Newcastle. The next meeti!lg 
was appointed at Brunswick, Monliay, Tuesday, and Wedne;day of the week 
following Christmas. 
,/ 
FACTS FOR TEACHERS. 
PPROFESSOR Hitchcock ha, fuund, at Wethersfield Cove, Conn., f.our fos- ' sil bird-tracks, measuring one foot in length, and proportionally wide, 
which he thinks must have been made by a bird twelve feet high, at least two 
millions .of years ago. ' . . 
-Mr. Henry M. Stanley is to be given a forma~ reception in London by 
the Royal Geographical Society, and at the first ordinary meeting of tlie socie· 
ty, in January, he is expected to read a paper summing tip his. labors and their 
scientific and commercial results. . 
-Some new public precision clocks are to be fitted up in Paris which willL 
give the time by electricity. There are many of these clocks in Brussels, and 
in other great cities of the Continent. . 
-The pianos' and organs used m the public schools of Boston, as well as 
those of many families, are tuned by blind pupils from the Perkins Institute, 
who are found to be capable of peculiar skill in that occupation. Their lack 
of sight makes them more dependent on hearing, and the latter sense thereby 
gains in d~1icacy. . 
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CHICAGO NOTES. 
HERMAN Hanstein 'las been appointed teacher of drawing in the High School. The Board of Education decided at its !:lst me~ting to ~~ the 
City Council to appropriate $22,000 apiece for three new ward school bUlldl.ngs, 
and $42,000 for sites. An appropriation of $600 was made for mathematical, 
instruments for the High School, und.er the head of " Janitors and supplies.' 
The motion was afterward reconsidered and rescinded, by the direct effort of 
Mr. English. The same gentleman undertook to secure the exclusion of Greek 
from the studies of the Hiuh School, but failed. Supt. Doty reported the at-
tendance in the primary departments to be 32,491; grammar; 7,764; high 
school, 1,401; total in all the schools, 41,656. 
The Cook County Teachers' Association will hold its next meeting on 
Saturday afternoon, February 9, at Bryant and Stratton's Commercial College. 
An address will be delivered by C. M. Hardy, Esq., of Hyde Park, on "The 
Legal Rights and Obligations of Parents, Pupils, Teacher., and School officers 
under the New School Law." This will undoubtedly be an instructive ad· 
dress, as the subject is one of vital interest to teachers. Miss Basset, of Chi-
cago, will present the subject of Free·hand and Inventive Drawing as Suited 
to the Requirements of our Public Schools. It is hoped that there will be a 
large attendance. A fre;h Intcrest in this association ha; been awakened this 
winter, and Mr. Parker; the President, and Supt. Lane are making special ef-
forts to increase its usefulness. 
In order to investigate the question as to the right of the citizens of the 
Thirteenth Ward to grumble because they have not all the schools that they 
need, an Int~ .. Ocean rep.)rter interviewed Mr. Doty, the Superintendent of 
Schools, on the subje·ct. The results of the· interview may be stated as follows: 
In re,ponse to a question as to what he thought of the · demands of the 
meeting held recently, he said he had no doubt they needed a new school 
building bad enough in the neighborhood referred to, but he under.,tood that 
preliminary steps had already been taken for about a dozen new schools. For 
two years nothing had been done in the· way of building the school houses, 
for the want of money. The money whic~ had been voted for these new 
buildings, am lUnting to $336,000, and also $74,500 for sites for the same, from 
year tu year, was still in the limbo of taxes uncollected. All that had been 
collected on school appropriations had been expended in paying for the an· 
nual expenses of working the schools. As to thiS particular locality referred 
to, Mr. Doty said that there were other localities, and in the same neighbor-
borhood, that . were equally bad off. For instance, surrounding the district 
named, there were the Wells, the Hayes, and the .Lincoln Street School build-
ings, so over· crowded that about 500 pupils in each could only attend half 
the time. On the North Side again, in the Ogden and Kinzie school districts, 
they had to relieve the Ogden and Kinzie school buildings by renting rooms at 
the North Side Turner Hall, other rooms on East Kinzie street, and still oth-
er rooms on the corner of Sllperior and Wells streets, where seven teachers 
were employed. On Hinsdale street, also, were rented r ... ms, at which twenty-
five teachers were employed. All the,e rented rooms, with the exception of 
those at Turner HaIl, were totally unfitted to be used as school ·rooins. The 
of total the pupils taught in thes~ various rooms was large enougli to fill two 
ordinary sized school bllildings, capable of accommo:-lating 1,300 pupils .. 
"How many children can you accommodate in all the schools now erected?" 
asked the reparter. 
"There. are at present only accommodations for 41,00 children." 
"And how many children are there in the city of school age?" 
"We have of school age aboJt 115,000 children in this city," answered the 
Superintendent. 
The Superintendent then proceeded to say that at Ni ckersonville there was 
erected some two years ago through sOme means a school building of twelve 
roum;, of which only six rooms had been filled most of the time. Lately, how-
ever, pupils had been sent a long way to this sellool from other districts. 
In re:;ponse to a question as to the annual increase of children of school 
age, Mr. D0ty stated that ?t the opening of the schools In October there had 
been an increased dem~nd for 2,500 seats over the demand at the same time 
last year, whkh increase would, if accommodated, require the erc:ction of 
about fuur new school buildings. These would proDably hereafter need four 
extra school buildings each year, unless the populatIOn should cease to in-
crease. 
In this connection, Mr. Doty said that Cleveland, with' only one-fifth of 
Chicago's population, had as many schools as this city, and had recently erec-
ted hve new schools at a cost of $105,000 each. 
OFFICIAL DECISIONS. 
ILLINOIS. QUESTION I.-"Has a pupil residing in district No. I, a right to board and go, to school in district No 2.?" 
Ans.-He has not the right to attend school in district No.2, so long as his 
legal habitation is in district No. I, without being transferred as provided by 
law. . 
Section 35, school law says : "Pupils shall not be transferred from one 
district to another, without the written consent of a majority of the directors of 
both districts. The fact of his boarding in district No.2 does not give him a 
legal residence so long he has a home with his parents in district No. I. 
Qu~stion- 2.~"Can the directors draw public money fiom district to pay 
hIS tuition ?" 
Ans.-They cannot, unless he is regularly trall5ferred as provided by section 
35, school law , and the schedule returned to the treasurer, as is required in 
the same section. 
Question 3.-"Can a board of directors employ a music teacher and pay 
him out of the public funds ?" 
Ans.-A board of directors has the entire control of the school, and has the 
power, by law, to decide what branches shall be taught, as is provided in sec-
tion 48. 
The law also provides, in section 50, that every. school established under the 
provision of this. act shall be for instruction in the branches of education pre-
scribed in the qualification for teachers, and in such other branches, including 
vocal music and drawing, as the director. or voters may prescribe. From the 
language of the law there can be no doubt as to the power given the directors 
to employ a telcher of music and pay him for such services out of the public 
funds, providing he has a certificate of qualification from the county superin-
tendent, as required by law. See sections 50 and 5z. 
Question 4.-"Can directors purchase school furniture, apparatus, etc., on 
time, giving an order bearing ten per cent interest, payable at a future time?" 
Ans.-The authority given school directors by the statutes is that they may 
appropriate to the purchase of libraries and apparatus any surplus funds after 
all necessary expenses are paid. This would seem to be the extent of the 
power granted ·them by the statutes to make purchase without being author-
ized to do so by the legal voters of the district at an election held and con· 
ducted according to law. It is evidently the intention of the law not to give 
directors the power to contract any indebtedness except for teachers' wages 
withont fir,t beinl( authorized to do so by a vote of the people. No authority 
is given directors by law to pa,y interest on orders eXl:ept for teachers' wages 
without a vote of the people. [See supreme court decision case of James H. 
Clark et aI., vs. school directors, 78 III., p. 474. 
Superintendent Etter has answered several inquiries bearing upon the con-
struction of the school law , the follo\fing being the most important of the opin-
ions announced: I. Interest accrues on teacher's salary after the filing of the 
schedules, and should be paid by the Treasurer whether inserted in the order 
or nut. 2. A teacher cannot transfer his schedule to another person as nego-
tiable paper, but must file it with the Treasurer. 3. A teacher cannot collect 
salary for time not covered by his certificate. If his term of service extends 
beyond the time of the certificate the latter must be renewed. The directors 
have no power to contract with a teacher, .and waive the obtaining of a c!!rtifi · 
cate by the teacher. 4. A certificate endorsed for less than a year is held good for 
a year, liS the law oontemplates the issuing of no certificate for less than a year. 
5. A teacher has no power to punish pupils ior misdemeanors committed out-
side the school grounds and from school. They are amenable to the civil 
autholities. 6. Parents of pupils in a graded school have the right of choice 
in the studies prescribed by law. 7. Directors have power to furnish lights 
and fuel for evening school in connection with the day school. 8. Teachers' 
wages cannot be garnisheed. 
---------------------
INDIANA. 
School Laws of Indiana, S~c. F.-At least one Saturday in each month 
during which the public schools may be in progress, shall be devoted to 
township institutes or model schools for the improvement of the teachers, 
and two Saturdays may be appropriated at the discretion of the township trus-
tee of any township;· such institute shall be presided over by a teacher or other 
person designated by the trustee of the township. The township trustee shall 
specify in a written contract with each teacher, that such teacher shall' attend 
the full session of each institute contemplated herein, or forfeit one day's wages 
for every day's absence therefrom. unless such absence shall be occasioned by 
sickness. 
"The school law requires the teacher to attend township institutes or forfeit 
one day's wages for every day's ab;ence therefrom, unless such absence shall 
have been occasioned by sickness. This obligation enters into every teacher's 
c9ntract, whether expressed or not. The school law must always be a part of 
every teachers contract, whether so expressed or not. The failure on the part 
of the trustee to insert such a provision in the contract does not relieve the 
teacher from the obligation to attend township institutes. 
* * * * .)(0 If one party fails to perform his part of ~e 
contract, it gives the other party an opportuuity to break the contract." -[Supt. 
Smart, in Oct. School Journal. 
Practical Hints and Exercises. 
COUNTY TEACHERS' MEETINGS AND ASSOCIATIONS. 
THE following is an abstract kindly furnished by Supt. Isham, of Walworth county, Wisconsin, of a paper read by him at the late meeting of the 
county superintendents of that state, held at Madison. 
In educational work, especially, the effort must be well-organized and the 
purpose definite. Cui bono, for what good, must be the ever-recurring question. 
A superintendent, in organizing a series of teachers' meetings, must clearly 
apprehend what kind of work is most needed by his teachers, and thcn plan 
for its proper accomplishment. The old-fashioned teachers' meeting failed 
because teachers came nnprepared for the work,-the work not having been 
previously assigned; again, skillful teachers were not secured to conduct the 
the exercises. It di"d not meet their actual and immediate wants. These meet-
iogs may be the medium whereby the superintendent may exert a powerful in-
,fIuence for good not only on the teacher. but on school officers and the people 
of the localities where they are held. 
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In order that the meetings may be eminently successful, the following con-
ditions must be considered: an accessible location; a definite programme, pre-
pared and announced in advance; a professional, as well ao; a teachable spirit 
on the part of the teachers; careful preparation on the part of the superintend-
ent, as well ~s the teachers; the cooperatiun and encour~gement of school-
boards; the conductors of the exercise to be teachers in whom the rest have 
confidence. Something of a system should be secured throughout the state in 
regard to these Saturday meetings, as has been secured in the case of the annual 
in~titutes . 
In Walworth county, composed of sixteen townships, a plan was carried out 
during th" pa,t winter, whereby teachers held monthly meetings in each of the 
four inspection districts, and worked in accordance with a defirJite programme, 
previously announced by the superintendent. Th~ following are the main 
features of this scheme of work. . 
TOPICS. FI~ST MBRTING \SBCOND MEETING. THIRD MEETING. FOURTH MBETING. IN EACH DIST. 
. f Fractions, C 9 m- U. ':i. Securities, 
Arithmetic ___ Notation a whole mon and Deci- Simple Interest. Bonds and 
numbers; scales. mal. Notes. 
...:.:..::=---L' C' I Outline MapofN. La dS T Geography ___ mes, ITC el, America,contou)' Railroads of WIS . D . urv. , own-
Zones, Degree. and relief. ships & Ranges. 
o .. f th C Process o( Law· J d· . ( S Constitutions. rlgm .o e ~n- President"l elect's . making In .the U IClary 0 tate SIJtuIJon of U.S. State. and U. S. 
U S. History. tar}y disc?veries Colonial forms of French and Indian Territorial ~rowth 
. In America. Government. War. of the U . S. 
G Parsing & Analysis C . f V b 
Infinitives and lAtter Wrlling-
Participles. f:!t\~a~~, Punc-rammar ____ compared. aDJ. 0 er s. 
W 0 r d Analysis. Geographical Spelling _ _ _ _ _ _ ~~~~.xes and sue· Rules for Spelling. Names. 
----------1- --------Phonic5,M.arki'g 01M.arking of vowels 
Reading ..... _ vows in monnsyl's in unaC. syllableJi Analysis of Tho't. Amer. Literature. 
_ ______ 1 & ac. syllables. & of Consonants. _________ , ________ __ 
Theory & Art, School Ore:aniza·[s hID' . r ReCItations - Ob · S h I R d discussions. _ tion. C 00 . ISClP me. jects, Methods. . C 00 ccor 5. 
By reference to this scheme, any teacher in the cvunty may ascertain just 
when, where, and what the nalure of each meeting in his or her inspection dis-
trict will be, and will thereby have ample opportunity to make thorough prep-
aration there·for. 
Every teacher at work in the county, all intending to teach the coming year, 
and the advanced pupils of our public schools are earnestly invited to prepare 
for, and attcnJ these meetings. The Superintendent will call to his aid in 
conducting the exerci;es, the best teachers of the county; and such additions 
to, or variati'Jn; from the above scheme ,will be made, as shall tend to improve 
the character "f the meetings. FRED W. ISHAM, Co. Supt. 
HINTS TO THE KINDERGARTENER. 
Lr::;SON ON THE CYLINDER OF THE SECOND GIFT OF FRCEBEL'S KINDERGAR-
TEN OCCUPATIONS. * 
W!-iAT have I in my hand, children? holding up the cylinder of the sec-ond gift. 
Atls. "A rvller." 
"Why do you call it a roller?" 
" Because it will roll, and looks like m!lmma's rolling-pin 
rolls her pic·crust." 
It can roll and it can stand, 
Obedient to your little hand. 
"Our sphere would roll, is it anything like the cylinder ?" 
with which she 
.. Yes, but not just like it because it is not all round like the ball." 
.. How is it like the ball, ~hildren ?" 
"It has a curved surface one way and will roll." 
.. Is it the same color as the sphere and cube?" 
"Why do you think this color is the same?" 
"Because it is made of the same material." 
"What material were they all made of, children?" 
"They were made of wood." 
"Where do we get the wood ?" 
"From the great forest trees. • 
Bring in a lesson on material, trees, ek., at another time. 
"Is ali wood of the same color?" . 
"No, some kinds of wood are very white, whIle other kinds are very dark." 
"I think this cylinder is made from the maple or pine tree. Is it hard or 
soft, children, if it is made of wood ?" # 
"It is hard." 
"How do you know wood .is hard?" 
"When we press it with Ollr fingers it will not dent in like the soft ball." . 
Anything is soft, that yields to the pressure, any thing is hard that resist 
pressure. Let the children mention other hard substances as stones, marbles 
metals, and give lessons on some of these, at-tlifferent times. 
"What have you ever seen, that was the shape of this cylinder, children?' 
"Gas and water·pipes, trunk~ of trees, stems ot flowers, lead-pencils, pen 
holders, lamp-chimneys, stove· pipes and drums." 
Sometimes give a lesson on some of these, and tell why they were made 
this shape, were hollow and not solid lIke our cube. Explain the difference in 
sound of a solid body and a drum. 
" ·Does the cylinder look anything like the cube? Has it any edges or cor 
ners as the cube has?" 
"Yes, it has two edges, but they are curved edges and do not form any cor 
ners." 
"What is a corner?" • 
"A poinfwhere two lines meet to say 'how do you do,t,)·day' to each other.' 
"Will the cylinder stand like the cube ?" 
"Yes, when it is set on one of its jJlane faces. Thcre are some object 
which are nearly this form but not quite." 
Let children name examples, as door-knob.;, dishes, etc. These forms are 
called cylindrical. 
"Which of these three forms of blocks differ most from· each other?" 
"The sphere and the cube." 
"Things that are very different from each other are called opposites, and 
then we can always find some thing that will connect them by -resembling 
both. What connects the sphere and the cube ?" 
"The cylinder.'; 
Let children name two objects very different, as a fish and a bird. 
"What is the difference?" 
"One flies in the air; the other swims in the water." 
"Are they nd alike in anything? What connects them togethcr?" 
"Both have heads and tail.s. They both float, one in the air, Ihe "ther in 
the water.;' 
Lessons of this kind can frequently be brought in. 
• 
COMMON SCHOOL EDUCATION . 
THIS" common school education" which we he~r spoken of frequently, What is it? It. is the common schcol education as attempted in the pa.~t. If it 
had been as thorough as far as it went, as thorough as the corresponding branch-
es are now taught, it would have been a good education. And in'diffcrentiy as 
it was conducted, if compared with all that was known at the beginning of lhe 
present century, it was a more liberal education than you can get to· day in 
primary, grammar, and English course in the high schools of this city. Dis-
coveries and inventions within the last hundred years have increased a th JU -
sand fold over those that were known to the world before the American revo-
lution. The sciences have both multiplIed and expanded beyond the pOWer 
of belief, if we did not have the demonstration before us. The relative value 
of education-I use' the term in its popular sense-at different periods, depend, 
on its ratio 'to what is known. What was a good education fifty years ago 
would be mIserably inadequate to the demand of the day. 
Bu~ what will be the end of this action and reaction?' Will the high 'schools 
become colleges? They have almost done that now as compared even with 
Harvard at 3! period shortly after the Revolution. One thing is hecoming 
pretty evident, this expansion must soon stop. I think that w.e hav.e got pn tty 
nearly to the top of the capacity of our pupils, if not, in some directions, he-
yond it. 
We must look to· it that what is non-essential either for education or infor-
mation be slruck out of the course, that new claimants may receive due alton-
tion. But when we set ourselves to this work we ought to ·proceed with extreme 
caution. We shall have to keep in mind what the experi-ence of the last thirt y 
or forty years has taught us : That the undue expansion of some of the bra.nches 
universally accepted as having a proper place in the public school curriculum 
has carried them beyQnd the comprehension of mere children, and that as 
taught some of them have ve~y little pmctical bearing' F r instance it: is 
• A lesson h.nded in l>f one of Mrs. Pollock's Normal scholars in lhe Kinae"iarlen . 0 , 
Normallnslitute 01 Waslimgton, D. C. I proved that a good deal. of what IS called gt:lmmar affords no real advantage 
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to the student who desires to learn the correct use of the English ltmguage. So 
objection might be made to much that is taught in arithmetic. Three or four 
branches now taught in the"high schools should be cutout altogether or receive 
only the attention which we now give to one.-A. '.J. Rickoff. 
THE SOUTH. 
STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, 
- ATLANA, GA., JANUARY 8, 1878. 
To THE EDITOR OF THE WEEKLY: 
AT a recent meeting of the friends of public education, held in this city, a committee was appointed to put into the form of a preamble and reso-
lutions the views of the gentlemen composing tbe meeting, to be used as the 
basis of a call for a Southern Educational Convention. The report of that 
committee was as follows: 
"WHEREAS, Certain measure, are now before the Congress of the United 
Stat~s, providing for raising an educational fund from the sales of the public 
lands, and otber sources, to be distributed among the states for a term of years 
upon the b:t.Sis of illiteracy, and afterwards upon the basis of sch()ol popula-
tion, and to be applied in the different states under state school laws ; and, 
. WHEREAS, at a recent meeting of the Depaltment of Superintendence of the 
Natkmal Educational Association, held in the city of Washington, at which 
twenty-two states were represented, the policy of the measurt!s referred to was 
endorsed by a unanimous vote; and, 
WHEREAS, we believe that the public mind, both North and South, is, at 
the present time, favorable to the paSll~ge ()f some law of the kind mentioned; 
therefore, be it 
Ruo/ved, That the State School Commissiont>r of this state be authorized to 
extend an invitation to the state and city superintendents and other friends of 
puhhc education in the several Southern States, to meet in convention in At-
lanta on the first Wednesday in February next, in order that step, may be ta-
ken to make .the sentiments of the people of this section of the Union, on the 
subject referred to, felt in the national c0uncils." . 
The resolution was signed by the following gentlemen: Alfred H. Colquitt, 
Benj. H. Hill, John B. Gordon, H. P. Bell, Joseph E. Brown, H . 1(. McCay, 
Logan E . Bleckley, James Jackson, John L. Hopkins, George Hillyer, Evan 
. P. Howell, N . J. Hammond, W. H. Hulsey, P. L. Mynatt, B. Mallon, Gusta-
~us J . Orr, Mark Johnston, George Little , Geo. E. Gardner, N. C. Barnett, 
R. N . ~ly, and-W. L. Goldsmith, some of whom :lre well known thmughout 
tht: enUre country, and all of I hem throughout the ,tate of Georgia. 
This action of the meeting leaves but little to be done by me. In conform-
ity to the wi,hes of the people of Atlanta, and of the state of Georgia, ex-
pre.sed, as. I believe, representatively through the committeemen whose 
names are glVen above, I most cordially invite you to be present at the pro-
posed convention. 
Efforts will be made to reduce as much as possible the cost of travel, and of 
the stay in this city. -
It may be proper further to state, that the present movement is but a renewal, 
in part, of one planned by the superintendents of the states of Tennessee and 
Georgia, and the City Superintendent of Atlanta, and submit~d to, and ap· 
proved by, the superintendents of Virginia, South Carolina, and Kentucky, in 
the summer of last year. The execution of the movement then contemplated 
-was postponed, for reasons which seemed imperative. It is now renewed with-
out consultation with the friends of education in any of the other Southern 
States, for the rea<on that the near approach of the hme when Congressional 
action will probauly be taken leaves no opportunity tor such consult:,-ti?n. 
GUSTAVUS J. ORR, Stat~ School ComnllsslOner. 
ILLINOIS STATE TEACHERS' ASSOCIATION. 
COMPETITIVE EXAMINATION. 
AT its recent. meeting, ~e ~sociation continued its committee, with instructions to proceed With the exaDunatlon for therresent year. 
The general purpose, extent and plan 0 the work will be essentially the same ~ last 
year. The experience of the past suggests slight modification. .. . . . . 
Ungraded countty schools wiJI be examined in spelling, penmallshlp, letter-wrItmg. arIth-
metic to involution, and common things. Penmanship will be marked from t~e lettc:r wri.t-
ten. The examination in common things wlll call for knowledge not necessarily gamed In 
the school-room, ,-
Primary departments, in spelling; penmanship, geography of Illinois and United States, 
arithmetic to subtraction of fractions. 
Grammar departments, in spelling, language, penmanship, arjthm~tic to involution,. ge-
ograpby of Amenca and Europe, and map.drawing.co!,fine~ to the UmtedStates orporllons 
of them. Maps to be drawn rapidly. Penmanship In primary and grammar departments 
Will be marked from the paper in geography. 
High schools in towns oCS 000 inhabitants or less, in arithmetic. grammar, history of the 
United States, l'hysical geography, and physiolol(}'. with the option of taking examination 
in any of the studies orother hIgh schools. . . 
Other high schools, in algebra, civil government, natural philosophy, and ~atID: 
The above scheme with reference to high schools may be somewhat modified If sugges-
tions are made in season. . 
The examination of ungraded country schools and of high school. in tOWllS of less than 
8,000 IDhabitants will be held on Wednesday, the. 13th day of February ; that of graded 
• cbools and other high schools, on Th'!rsday and. Friday, th.e "St and •• d d,,:ys of March. 
A I work will be done in accordance Wlth.regulallons preSCribed by the committee. 
For the sake of securing a uniform basiS for comparison, superintendents of the first three 
systems of schools are requested to return to the committee a number of papers in each 
study equal to five per cent of the average number of pupils belonging in ~e schools exam-
ined, as ascertained by the monthly schedule or report for the month prevlOus ·to the exami-
nation. . 
1'0 iJlustrate -if the 'I1umber of pupils in the u~graded schools examined m a county, or 
the number In the whole primary or grammar departments of a system of graded schools, 
as shown ~y the previous mOJith·s schedule or report, is 1,000, the committee,expect SO pa-
pers-in each stu'dy in which examinations were taken. 
It is probable that if the teachers of the schools return to the superintendent the best 
twenty per cent of the papers of their classes, the best five per cent of all will be included in 
these, and ·the work of selection by the superintendent will be greatly lessened. 
Principals of high schools will re turn to the committee a number of papers equal to fifty 
per cent of the whole number of pupils belonging in the classes examined as shown by the 
register for the previous month 
County and city superintendents and principals of high schools are requested to notify the 
committee whether they intend to take part in the examination. and, if so, of the number of 
questions they will need In each s tudy. T o avoid sending duplicates, principa ls of high schools 
are requested to notify the committee through the superintendent of the system of schools 
to which they belong, whether city or county. Such notice should besent to the committee 
as ea rly as the .oth ohhe present month (january). 
The expense of the examination, save that of printing and distributing questions, will be 
paid by the respective localities. 
It is desirable that the paper used shall be of uniform size and ruling. The size recom-
mended by the committee is 8XIO~ inches with margin I},( inch on one side and }:( inch on 
the other. 
The experience of those taking part in the examination last year was found very profitable. 
It 1S hoped th at all the counties, and very many of the towns and cities of the state, will be 
represented in the one this year. 
In add ition to the good results mentioned in the accompanying report of the committe~, 
the papers, which will probably be deposited in the office of the State Superintendent of Public 
In!ttruction, at Springfield, may be used with good effect in secu ring desired le5it"islalion upon 
the subj ect of education. S. H . W U ITH, Peoria, 
H . L. HOLTWOOD, }'rinceton, 
MARY A. WBST, Galesburg, 
T. J. BURRILL, Champaign, 
GBORGB C. Ross, Carbondale, 
. LO lllllliitee. 
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be paid monthly in advance. 
Copy should be received by Saturday noon, previous to date of issue. 
' Each advertising page of THn EDUCATJONAL WBBKLY contains three columns, each col-
umn ten inches, and one inch fourteen lines. 
No advertisement will be inserted for less than one dolJar. 
Address al1 communicallons to 
s. R. WINCHELL & CO .• 
17" Madison St., ChIcago. 
-We invite sp~cial attention to the advertisement of Mr. George Cripp •. 
We have a beautirul case of these woolen Rowers hanging in our office, and 
they are admired by all. • 
NEW ADVERTISEMENTS THIS WEEK. 
Illinois Socinl Sdma '.Journal, S. A. Richard~, Chm. Editorial Committee. 
Twenty Thousand Agents Wanted, C. W. Be.nndt. 
Wanted Immediately, Teal and Puterbaugh. 
.Pamily Bibles, People's Publishing Company. 
